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WEALTHJFJUSKA
Purchase Price Many Times
Returned to United States.

SOURCES OF THE REVENUE

Principal Assets Are the Fur Seals,
the Fisheries and Gold Mines.

TOTAL OF 590.804 SQUARE MILES

Forty-Fifth Anniversary of the

Transfer to This Government

Celebrated Todav.

Throughout Alaska today will be one of
celebration. It marks the forty-fifth annversary of the purchase of the country
by the I'nltcd States from Russia. alti'ttit'h the Anteriean people raised a

pieat outcry oyer the expenditure of
b,J' '/»*) for this distant, frozen land, the
government's return has been tremendous.
Alaska is now classed as one of the richestterritorial governments.
Tin first definite knowledge of Alaska

w as a< quired in 1711 through the expedlt.onunder Vitus Bering, a Dane in the
Russian service, who In that year sailed
from Okhotsk as far as 58 degrees 30
minutes north latitude, a couple of years
later Siberian fur hunters began to coast

along the mainland of the American continentand the Aleutian Islands in search
of the valuable sea-otter. In 176*-' AndrelanTolstykh, after a sojourn of three
>ears in these regions, returned to Russia,
and on ids presentation of the commercial
importance of Alaska. Catherine II sent
an expedition to foster "trade and colonization.Rival companies began to dispute
the territory, but In 17»i» two traders.
Grigor Shillkof and Ivan Gollkof, reiving
on home influence, chiefly that of Reznnof.chamberlain to the emperor, formed
the Russian-American Fur Company, the
history of which is the history of the
Muscovite domination in Alaska from 17.80
until the sale of the territory to the
I'rsited States in 1887.

Seal Rookeries Discovered.
in 1788 Gerasstm ITlbilof. an employe

of the company, discovered the seal rookeriesin the Bering sea. This discovery
occasioned the reopening of trade with
f'hina. from which Holland and Kngland.
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by their greater facilities, bad driven i
Rus-sia. The fur of the seal was especially s

prized by the Chinese, according to the <

Catholic Encyclopedia, wlio had found the i
secret of plucking and dyeing the skins.

anda lucrative trade was the result. 1
Alexander Baranof, who In 17!t0 became
general manager of the company, was for
more than a quarter of a century the pre-
siding genius of a commerce which ex-
tended to California and the Sandwich Islands.as well as to China.
Kadiak Island was the first headquartersof the Russians in Alaska, but they

afterward set up their capital at Sitka.
Baranof Island, where a new centerof activity was established. Shipbuildingand various other industries were

started. Rude agricultural Implements
were made for the Mexican and Californiantrade, and bells were cast for the
Spanish mission churches, which are said 1

to be still in use. The policy of inland
exploration pursued by the successors
of Baranof turned the energies of the
fur company into other channels, and
necessarily reduced its dividends. The
charter granted in 170!» was renewed in 1

1>C'1 and 1K44. When it expired in 18s>4 I
a renewal was not granted, nor was it jc
.sought. JNegotiations had been begun with the
T'nited States, which ended in tlie pur- ;
chase of Alaska in 1*457 'or $7.**W*>. ;
The official transfer was made in October
of that vear. Gen. Rousseau acting for
the l*nlted States and Prince Maksutof jfor Russia. The Russians were given two
years to close tlieir business in the terri-

(

tory. Meanwhile American activity was

rife; squatters and miners flocked into
the country, and great commercial companieswere organized to exploit the new

field.

Companies Acquire Fortunes. '

These companies have made fortunes in i
fisheries and fur hunting, while in recent i

years mining of the various ruetals has j
been making similar returns. Accord- i
ing to the census of 190o, Alaska em- i

braces, inclusive of the islands, 000,804 ,
square miles. These figures represent all ,
the North American continent west of the t
141st meridian of western longitude, with j
a narrow fringe of land between the (
Pacific and British territory, all the {
islands along the coast, and the Aleutian (
chain. The acreage, according to the t
governor's report of 1001. is 3t> >,520,000. ^
This great empire Is equal in size to (

all the states east of the Mississippi. Its i
heart Is a great central plateau, »!0»> miles \
long, east to west, and 400 broad, from <
north to south, though its extreme limits t
are 80O by 1,000 miles. This dees not z
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include the Aleutian Islands.the stepping
atones to Asia.that stretch from its southwesterlyportion westward to the pacific,
about l,50t» miles. Numerous inlets providean easy coastwise Intercommunication,hut the chief natural highway is
the mighty Yukon, navigable for 2,500
miles east to west. It divides the Alaskanterritory near the center, and is icefreefrom June to October. Petroff savs
that at Its mouth it discharges into the
Bering sea a greater volume of water
than the Mississippi.
Several large navigable rivers, notably

the Kovukuk and Tanana, flow into the
Yukon, but many of the smaller streams,
running into the Bering sea and the
Arctic ocean, are shallow, and available
only for small craft, a circumstance
which is retarding the work of prospectingand mining. Various railways in and
through Alaska are projected, one or two
of which are under construction. The
completion of these new channels of inlandtransportation will advance a hundredfoldthe interests of the country
Alaska is mountainous, but contains extensivevalleys of productive, soil.
From Seattle to Skagway is a distance

>f about 1.000 miles.a little more than from
New York to Chicago, and from Seattle
(o the most distant park of Alaska Is

«1IA r \* "V 1 - A
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San Francisco. The gold fields of the
i*ukon are reached from Seattle by orpan
<tearner, rail and river steamer in about
nx days. It takes about twice as long
to reach the placer mines of Nome. Communicationis open during the summer
season only; in winter transportation Is
carried on with the aid of dog teams.

Sources of Wealth.
The actual wealth of Alaska consists
n fur seals, fisheries and gold mines,
rtie principal breeding grounds of the
fur seal is on the I'ribilof Islands, just
loitlt of the Aleutian chain. From 1NUS
to the middle of 100:: the seals taken by
the lessees of these islands represent a
.-alue of 000,000. Other furs to the
. alue of $17,000,000 bring the total value
>f the Alaskan fur trade in this period
to the sum of $.*>2,000,000. These figures
ake no account of the pelagic seal
?atch. The salmon fisheries are another
murce of wealth. In 1901 the total value
>f the fish exportation was $9,010,080. In
his year 10,000 barrels of canned salmon
vere shipped to the United States. The
od fisheries promise, by reason of their
,-ast area and rich supply, to exceed in
alue those of Newfoundland or amy othtrpart of the world. Placer gold has
)e»n located in many places In Alaska.
i fact which proves that the territory is
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only beginning to reveal its wealth. Gold
mines a;>- being successfully worked in
three loealith's. southeastern Alaska, the
Yukon river and Its tributaries and the
Gape Nome district opposite the coast of
Asia.
The output of gold in American Alaska

for the fiscal year of 1005 was about *10,000,000.Its copper, coal, tin, silver, gypisum and marble now enter into calculationsof commerce. There is abundant
supply of valuable timber especially in
southeastern Alaska, but it is not yet
legally available for export, as the public
lands have not been surveyed. AgricultureIs possible in about 100,000 square
miles in southeastern Alaska, which owes

to the "Japan current" its temperate climate,and which can produce wheat,
oats, grasses for cattle and vegetables in
great variety. The latest official reports
speak with praise of the supplies raised
at the Holy <'ross Mission on the Yukon.
It would be possible for the land to furnishat least a portion of the food supply
needed by the present population.

Accumulation of $160,000,000.
The total wealth accruing to the United

States from its Alaskan possessions between1<*»7 and 10O5 is calculated at nearlyJ> 100.000,000, about equally accredited to

furs, fish and gold. During the year
lf)»Xl the bulk of trade, export and import,amounted to about $U1,0u0,000. In
1W1 Dr. Shefldon Jackson Introduced)
reindeer from Siberia into the northern
part of Alaska, but their usefulness, a-®
a means of transportation and a source
of supplies for miners and natives, is
still a matter of experiment. The animalsare farmed out in herds to liio
various mission centers on the Yukon,
along the coast of the Bering sea and
on Kotsubuc sound. Reindeer moss, indigenousto northwestern Alaska, furnishesabundant food for those animals,
whose numbers now reach about 6,000.
Alaska, though called a territory, is

properly known as the "District of Alaska."It has no legislature and no territorialform of government, but is governeddirectly by Congress, and locally
administered by a governor, assisted by
a secretary and a surveyor general.
United States marshals and attorneys appointedby the President, subject to the
approval of the Senate. It constitutes a

judicial district, with three subdivisions
and three courts. The governor is requiredto make an annual report to the
Secretary of the Interior. The capital is
Sitka, on Baranof Island, a city founded
by the Russian governor of that name
in 17tk.», and the oldest town in Alaska.
The sale of liquor to the natives Is gov-
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erned by special regulations. From 1867
to June 30. 1!»0B. the government revenuesamounted to $0,555.1#*>. of which
$7,o»7,33B was paid in as a tax on fur
seals and $528,558 as customs.

Educational Facilities.
Regarding education, the pupils are underthe official supervision of a United

States general agent for education in
Alaska, who resides at Washington. In ,

1005 there were fifty-one public schools. <

with sixty-two teachers and 3,083 pupils.
From 1884 to 1001 Congress made a small
annual grant for the support of these
schools, but In 1001 an act was passed by
which license fees collected from unlncor- f
porated towns were to be applied in part ]
to the establishment and maintenance of
schools for "the education of white childrenand children of mixed bloods who ]
lead a civilized life." Such schools are

placed in charge of the Governor of <
Alaska as ex-offlclo superintendent of ,
education. ,

J

THREE SEINERS ARE FINED.

Alexandrians Convicted in Police )
Court of the District. J

Three Alexandrians were convicted in
the Police Court today of hauling a seine
in ine momae nver witnin tne limits or

the District. The court Imposed fines as
follows: John Hurdle, *10 or thirty days: ]
James 'Williams, *25 or ninety days, and
George Jones, colored, *25 or ninety days.
Policemen Ostermann and Preston of

the harbor precinct told Judge Push that fttaeywatched the three men for two hours c

last Wednesday night while they hauled 0

a seine near Shepherd's wharf. They- 1
stated that about 400 pounds of fish were t
caught by the men. u
In their defense the men declared they

were not within the'limits of the Districtwhen they hauled the seine. The
court held that the teatlmony was con- *|
vincing, and, therefore, Imposed the fines. ^

Friendly Advice. v

From Sketch.
Poet.A publisher I called to see this

morning had the audacity to call me an
ass. I'm going to see my solicitor. s
Friend.I shouldn't, old chap. See a b

vet. \
'
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MAY OPEN CANAL NEXT YEAR.

Col. Goethals Discusses Progress of
Work on Panama Cut.

Col. Goethals. chief engineer of the
Panama canal, who has Just returned to
this country from a visit to Germany,
where he was entertained by the kaiser
and Inspected the principal canals, had a

conference with Secretary Stimson at the
War Department today regarding future
operations on the isthmus.
Col. Goethals said he believed the canal

would be opened for commerce about the
first of August. 1913, althougii it might
not be formally opened until January.
1916. If the gate contractors flnsh by
Tune 1. 1913. he said, the canal will be
ready for business just as soon as the
water reaches the eighty-foot stage Jn
3atun lake, which ought to he early in
the following August. Thereafter the
main work will consist of getting the
ocks in perfect running order and putting
on the finishing touches.
Referring to the heavy appropriations

neeesary to complete the canal. Co!.
3oethals remarked, laughingly, that it
was not unlikely that five years from now
L'ongress would have an Investigation to
ind out where all the money had gone to.

RESOLUTION VETOED.

President Objects to Second Inspectionof Maneuver Camp.
President Taft has returned to Pnnfress,with his veto, a resolution calling

>n the "War Department to send a hoard
»f five army officers to Annlston. Ala., to

nspect a site offered by the citizens of
hat nlaPA fnr a inn nonvAr ruinn tn hp
ised jointly by regular troops and the
nilltla of nearby states.

__

The President held that the proposed ~~

nspectlon was unnecessary, as Inspector jjreneral 8tephen C. Mills already had a.
isited the proposed site and reported It '

fi excellently situated for maneuver pur- L
oses. Q
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Well Worth Beading. tr
In our next Sunday magazine: The ^econd installment ^of "The Ix>st World,"
y Sir Arthur Conan Doyle; "A Badly B
Written Comedy," by Helen Ward D
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More Than All
ington Newspa]

And Three Tii
as Its Nearesl

The Star prints more b
vertising than all other Was
bined.

The reasons are obvious
paid circulation,1 more than
nearest competitor; the unus

prestige as a Want Ad mediu
of substantial growth; the coi

their genuine interest in anytl
all combine to make

The Star S
a Classifie

anks; "The Flying Emerald," by Mary
tewart Cutting; part VIII of "A Captain
nafraid/__ narrated by Capt. John Fl
'Brien to Horace Smith; "Where Cupid
i King," by James Hay, jr.: Illustrated v
>ng No. 38, "Maid of Athens," illusatedby Corw!n Knapp Unson: "A
[odern Diogenes," by Edward Riddle ,

adgett; "Truth to the Stagestruck." by 1

arguerite Clark, and "Bookkeepers as
ank Robbers," by William Atherton Y
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Plain Talk.
rom the T<«ij8Tlll# Courter-Jmmu!.
Mrs. Wombat proceeded to vn some
ery plain language.
Mr. Wombat objected.
"Ain't what I say truer' demanded
Irs. Wombat.
"Yes; but. woman, be more diplomatic
ou talk as if you were abrogating a
-oaty."
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